
quently an adverse criticism will rouse up a rival to
examine and purchase the book. At every meeting
this department of new books furnishes a most inter¬
esting topic of discussion which always ends in the
sale of the book.
The wise publisher pays the express charges both

ways, leaves the works in the secretary's care four or
five weeks, only stipulating that cash less the dis¬
count be sent for all works retained. In this way last
winter over fifty volumes were sold in one small
town. In many respects this is an admirable way of
selling works, and rousing the critical faculty of read¬
ing and comparison of books. Many of these
reviewers would never read these books except for
some special motive, or to appear learned before their
associates. Whether they purchase the work or not,
they derive satisfaction in having measured their intel¬
lectual abilities with the author. Others are impressed
with the teaching of the author, and like a free sam¬
ple of a new drug, enjoy and fully endorse it always
after. It will be#a curious study in the future to
know how far physicians will buy books which they
read before purchasing. The books must have some
attractions, which grow from an intimate acquain¬
tance, or this method will be fatal. Few works bear
long study by the owner, unless it be encyclopedic
books of the day, and even these are usually read in part
only. There is certainly more science and profit to the
profession in this method of selling medical books than
by those of the glib unscrupulous agents who force
the sale often against the judgment of the purchaser.
The reviews of general practitioners are often clearer
and more accurate of many books, than the learned
professional critic. So far as our Journal is concerned,
its limitations of space have prevented us from doing
more than giving notices of books, with occasionally
brief commentary. But in these notices we have always
tried to give our readers an unbiased and truthful
summary of the contents, and a correct idea of the
scope and probable value of the work noticed. If in
some way authors could reach the rank and file of the
profession, and secure their endorsement, books of
merit would not require business-pushing and effort
to find purchasers.

MIRROR SPEECH.

In the "Bulletin" of the Progr\l=e`\sM\l=e'\dicalof
November 28, M. Baudouin editorially calls attention
to a curious fact of observation bearing on the disorders
of speech, that, as he says, was liable to be lost in the
literature of surgical procedures. A little girl of 12
years was trephined, apparently in extremis, for a
supposed cerebral abscess. Great improvement fol-
lowed the operation, but there continued for five
weeks a peculiar disorder of speech, in which the child
made use of incomprehensible utterances, with an evi-
dently intelligent purpose. For example, the fol-

lowing is given: "Te-tan-ma; Yen-do sieur-mon,
chant-me; le-quil-tran-ser -lais -me -vous-las -vous."
This was uttered with evidences of great anger, and
similar sounds were repeated with increasing rapidity.
Close attention to these utterances revealed that the
child was really using the French language in a way
clearly resembling the back-slang of the criminal, she
was syllablizing backward all her words. The above
thus interpreted, became: "Ma tante; Monsieur
Doyen, m\l=e'\chant;voulez-vous me laisser tranquille."
This was first discovered by making her write down
what she wanted to say, and it was seen that she
simply wrote the syllables backward without making
the slightest error. Subsequently her normal power
of speech returned to her with otherwise marked
improvement.
There is an important suggestion in this observa¬

tion that possibly the unintelligible utterances of
individuals suffering from brain disease with aphasia,
and which are not at all infrequently observed, may
be cases of this kind. The patient evidently tries to
say something which is not understood, and is annoyed
and excited because of this fact. It is, moreover, one
of the first cases, if, indeed, it is not actually the first,
as M. Baudouin supposes, where anything analogous
to the well-known "mirror writing" that has been so
fully studied by many authors, has been noticed as

occurring in the speech of aphasie patients. M. Bau¬
douin proposes for it the name, "mirror speech," as
indicating this relation and describing as nearly as
can be done by a simple designation, the special
feature of the phenomenon.

AN IMPORTED CUSTOM.
A custom which, although said to be common

enough in Europe for many years, has only lately
reached America, is that of hotel " privilege " as

applied to doctors. It has always been the case in the
larger hotels that the boot-black, the proprietor of the
news stand, and the cigar man, paid the hotel for the
privilege of conducting their business. The custom
has now been extended to the hotel doctor.
The doctor attached to one of the newest and largest

Chicago hotels lately left it, and it is said owed the
hotel some $1,500. The proprietor was apparently not
backward in taking steps to recover his loss, and as
there were several applicants for the vacancy, he placed
the privilege at $500 a year, for not less than five years;
the $2,500 to be paid in advance. As the place was not
put up at auction, the first comer, a pleasant young
gentleman, procured the funds and became installed
in the hostelry, and now watches with complacency
the mild envy of his less fortunate rival. It is to be
hoped that the leveling tendency of the times will
not progress so far that the social standing of the
hotel doctor may be placed on the same footing with
that of his privileged associates, the boot-black and
the cigar vendor,
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